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"Changed By His Birth"
Matthew 2:9-12, Luke 2:15-20

There are moments in your life when an experience is so overwhelming
that it changes you. We call these “life changing moments”. We can look back
on these times and we are able to see a shift in how we live, and in who we
are. These moments might be different for each person, but we know that
when we go through these moments, we are not the same person that we
were before it happened.

The birth of Jesus was an event that changed everything. It changed the
course of human history. It changed our destiny and fate. While we were
dead to sin, while we were supposed to die for our sins, Jesus was sent into
this world as our Savior, as our Messiah. Today, we are celebrating the birth
of our Savior and King. And as we celebrate, we’re going to reflect on two
groups of people who also celebrated with Jesus; two groups of people who
had life changing moments. And my hope and prayer is that this Christmas,
we, too, will have a life changing moment as we reflect on the birth of Christ.

The first group is the magi. They were sent by Herod to fulfill a mission.
They were to report back to Herod and tell him where Jesus was. However,
after they encounter Jesus, and after they worship Jesus, they are changed.
They decide their mission is no longer important. Their experience of
worshiping had changed them. The Bible tells us that they returned on a
different path than they had come. There is significance in this statement
that goes beyond just the literal. My hope and prayer is that as you have
come to celebrate the birth of Jesus and worship with him today, that you
too, will leave this place on a different path. Different from the one that the
world sets for you, different from the path that you even set for yourself, but
walk the path that shows that you are forever changed by the birth of Christ.

The second group is the shepherds, and we hear their story in Luke 2. The
angel told them about Christ’s birth and they decided to go see it and
experience it for themselves. They hurried over to Jesus in their excitement.
And after they see Jesus, they begin to spread the word about him and what
the angel told them. They returned glorifying and praising God. And because
the shepherds were changed, many others were amazed. Can you imagine
something so amazing that you can’t help but spread the good news to
everyone around you? That is what happened to the shepherds! They
experienced Jesus and then they couldn’t help but glorify God and praise
him. They left as different people than they had arrived, and had a life-
changing experience when they went to go honor the birth of Jesus.

While there are many life-changing moments in each of our lives, the
same way that Christ’s birth changed the lives of the Magi and shepherds, I
pray that this Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ will be a life-changing
experience for you all as well. Walk a new path as you leave this place, and
may you return while giving glory and praise to God for giving us His Son.



